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Sig. Fig. WS 1
Use your Significant Figures notes paper.

1. When are non-zero digits significant?  








2. When are leading zeros significant?  








3. When are captive zeros significant?  








4. When are trailing zeros significant?  








5. Give 5 examples of each of the three types of zeros.  DO NOT COPY FROM THE TABLE BELOW.

Leading zeros:

Captive zeros:

Trailing zeros:

6. Place an “X” in the column if the given number contains that type of number.

Identify how many significant figures are in each number.

	Number
	Leading Zero
	Captive Zero
	Trailing Zero
	Significant Figures

	5000
	
	
	
	

	8.450
	
	
	
	

	17.099
	
	
	
	

	0.034789
	
	
	
	

	0.007023
	
	
	
	

	4090
	
	
	
	

	890.000
	
	
	
	

	0.0960500
	
	
	
	

	3089
	
	
	
	

	473849
	
	
	
	


SIGNIFICANT FIGURES

or

SIGNIFICANT DIGITS

Does the measurement have a decimal? 

	NO


	YES

	1.  Find the first non-zero.
	1.  Find the first non-zero.

	2.  Find the last non-zero.
	2.  Count THAT NUMBER and all others AFTER IT.

	3.Count the FIRST and LAST number and all others BETWEEN
	


Calculations

	MULTIPLICATION/DIVISION


	ADDITION/SUBTRACTION

	1.  Identify the number of SIGNIFICANT FIGURES.
	1.  Identify the LEAST PRECISE MEASUREMENT.

	2.  Calculate
	2.  Calculate

	3.  ROUND the answer using SIGNIFICANT FIGURES.
	3.  ROUND the answer to match the LEAST PRECISE MEASUREMENT. 


